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Post-Activity – Research Poster Project

	Grade 
	Six
	Subject
	Science
	Time Estimated
	120 minutes

	Objectives
	Students will conduct individual research on a specific animal and its various characteristics, including appearance, behavior, and habitat. This project is an excellent complement to the ‘Exploring Vertebrate Classification’ pre-activity.


	Outcomes
	Life Science: Diversity of Life:

· Classify animals as vertebrates or invertebrates and compare the characteristics of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fishes (300-16, 300-17)

Attitudes Outcomes: Interest in Science:

· Show interest in and curiosity about objects and events within different environments (412)

· Willingly observe, question, and explore (413)



	Materials
	· Bristol board

· Research project outline

· Paper

· Pencils

· Colored utensils

· Scissors

· Glue sticks

· Library access

· Computer access

	Introduction
	Teachers will inform students that they will each be conducting a research project about a specific animal and its various characteristics (vertebrate vs. invertebrate, endothermic vs. exothermic, etc.) – many of which were explored during their trip to the museum. Teachers may wish to have students select an animal that was not examined during their school visit as a way to practice newly acquired knowledge and skills. Students may work individually, in pairs, or in groups at the teacher’s discretion. 



	Procedure
	After students have completed the research component of their project, they will then include the information in poster form as the final step.



	Conclusion
	Students will present their research poster projects to the class or in small groups. Each student will have a question and answer period from their classmates following their presentation.




Research Poster Project Outline

Prepare a poster about a specific animal and its characteristics, such as its appearance, behavior, and habitat. Do your best to make your poster colourful and neat, with lots of interesting and unique facts about your particular animal. Use the question list below as a guideline for your research, but try to come up with new questions and answers.
 Good luck and have fun!  

Guideline Questions:
· What is the name of your animal?
· Is it a mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian, or fish?
· What family does it belong to? (examples: the cat family, the dog family)

· Is it a vertebrate or an invertebrate?

· Does it have an endoskeleton or an exoskeleton?

· Is it endothermic or exothermic?
· Does it have lungs or gills?

· What is it covered in? (examples: skin, scales, feathers)
· What kind of appendages does it have? (examples: legs, wings, tail)

· Does it lay eggs or give live birth?
· How long is its gestation period?

· How many offspring does it have at once?

· What kind of habitat does it live in? (examples: dessert, ocean, rainforest)

· Where in the world does it live? (draw or colour in the areas on a map of the world)

· Is it a carnivore, herbivore, or omnivore?

· Is it an endangered animal?









