
Grade 4 Geology Program 
Post Activity – Mineral Bingo 

 
Grade 

 
4 Subject Geology Time Required 30-60 minutes 

 
Objectives 

 
By exploring the ways that various minerals are used around our house or school in our everyday 
lives, students will be able to explain how minerals are important to us. 
 

 
Outcome(s) 

 

 
300-8 Relate characteristics of rocks and minerals to their uses. 

 
Materials 

 
Mineral Bingo sheets (included) 
Pens/pencils 
Home or classroom to explore 
Computers (Not required, but can be used to extend activity) 

 
Introduction 

 
Students will have been introduced to the differences between rocks and minerals during the 
museum program. They were also shown the vast array of different minerals that are known to 
exist.  
 
Explain to the students that minerals are a very important natural resource. Though they may not 
realize it, they use many different minerals every single day. Without these minerals many of the 
things that make life easier wouldn’t exist. Light bulbs, toothpaste, and even television wouldn’t be 
possible without these materials. Describe the activity that they are going to take part in, 
depending on how you choose to utilize it (homework, in-class, or computer lab activity). 

 
Procedure 

 
Provide the students with a mineral bingo sheet. Explain that their goal is to create a line down, 
across, or diagonally by locating, in their own home or classroom, the proper items in the boxes 
and noting the specific minerals used to create them. Have students record where in their 
home/classroom they found each item. There is also a good interactive website that highlights the 
different ways that minerals are used throughout a typical house. This website could be used in 
lieu of actual exploration around the classroom/school/house. The address for this site is: 
http://www.teachersdomain.org/asset/ess05_int_mineralenv/ 
 

 
Conclusion 

 
When the students return from their exploration, either in the classroom, computer lab, or as 
homework, have them sit and share the items they found and the minerals used to create them in 
a class discussion. Ask them to imagine a world that didn’t include the minerals from their bingo 
sheet. How would life be different or more difficult? Would there be something that they could use 
to replace those minerals and their uses? Were they surprised to see just how many uses 
minerals had? 

 

 

 

http://www.teachersdomain.org/asset/ess05_int_mineralenv/


Mineral Bingo 
Try to make a straight line down, across, or diagonally by finding how minerals are 

used every day at home. Look at the different items on the bingo sheet, take note of 
the mineral used to make them, and see if you can find it in your house. Find the right 

items to line up a row, write down where you found them, and BINGO! 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Quartz in 

window panes 
 

 
Aluminum in 

drink cans 

 
Phosphate 

In lawn 
fertilizer 

 
Gypsum in 

drywall 

 
Iron in nails and 

screws 
 

 
Talc in baby 

powder 

 
Gold in jewelry 

 
Halite, also 

known as salt 

 
Tungsten in 
light bulbs 

 
Copper in pipes 

 
Graphite in 

pencils 

 
Nickel in 

rechargeable 
batteries 

FREE SPACE 

FREE SPACE 

FREE SPACE 

 
Tin in food 

cans 

 
Clay minerals in 

bricks 

 
Fluorite in 
toothpaste 

 
Beryllium in 
fluorescent 

bulbs 

 
Silver in 
jewelry 

 
Feldspar in 
ceramics 

 

 
Bentonite in 

kitty litter 

 
Corundum in 

jewelry 
(sapphire and 

rubies) 

 
Mica in oven 

windows 

 
Zeolites in 
clothing 

detergent 

 
Barite in paint 

 
Bismuth in 

Stomach-upset 
medicine 


